Bob Avakian has written a memoir containing three unique but
interwoven stories. The first tells of a white middle-class kid
growing up in ‘50s America who goes to an integrated high
school and has his world turned around; the second of a young
man who overcomes a near-fatal disease and jumps with both
feet into the heady swirl of Berkeley in the '60s; and the third of
a radical activist who matures into a tempered revolutionary
communist leader. If you think about the past or if you urgent-
ly care about the future...if you want to hear a unique voice of
utter realism and deep humanity...and if you dare to have your
assumptions challenged and your stereotypes overturned...
then you won’t want to miss this book.

“Bob Avakian is a long distance runner in the freedom
struggle against imperialism, racism and capitalism.
His voice and witness are indispensable in our efforts
to enhance the wretched of the earth. And his
powerful story of commitment is timely.”

Comnel West
Class of 1943 University Professor of Religion,
Princeton University

“A truly interesting account of Bob Avakian’s life, a
humanizing portrait of someone who is often seen
only as a hard-line revolutionary.”

Howard Zinn
Author of A People’s History of the United States

Bob Avakian is the leader of the Revolutionary Communist Party,
USA. And he is more than that: he’s an innovative and critical thinker
who has taken Marxism to a new place; he’s a provocative commen-
tator on everything from basketball to religion, doo-wop music to
science; and he’s a pit-bull fighter against oppression who's kept both
his solemn sense of purpose and his irrepressible sense of humor.
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