Statement from a professor about using 
Preaching from a Pulpit of Bones by Bob Avakian in his course
I use this book in a communications course at Columbia College in Chicago that aims to develop interpersonal, writing and speaking skills. It both anchors that claim upon their attention and provides an opening to other authors with very different perspectives than Avakian's. 

The book steps into this burning question, the moral crisis in the U.S., a crisis tearing at the fabric of society and threatening to convulse it, from Avakian's own revolutionary communist perspective. From there, he gives a nuanced identification of the terms of this crisis and situates it in contemporary history – the unresolved conflicts of the 60s, the new demographics, accelerated globalization... the book traces the dynamics that have brought the country to this polarized, tense, uncertain place, and moving in a disastrous direction.  Students consistently express appreciation for having been drawn into a careful and focused consideration of moral and political issues, personal and important to them, but which, for different reasons, have remained in many ways unexamined, especially from a perspective unfamiliar to them.

There are four staging areas in the book.  The first is the perspective of the right wing Christian conservatives represented by William Bennett of The Book of Virtues (and gambling) notoriety, and their traditional morality drawn from a literal interpretation of the Bible.  The second is the liberal, progressive terrain represented by Jim Wallis, whose recent offering God’s Politics develops his call for a new conservative/liberal moral consensus based mainly on the prophetic tradition of the Scripture.  Third, there is Karen Armstrong, whose new book, The Great Transformation, The Beginning of Our Religious Traditions, further explores her contention that there is in human beings a natural religious impulse that must be taken into account in expressing any viable morality.  Finally, Avakian goes against the tide even among many Marxists to elaborate a communist morality, its historical basis, and its implications for the possibilities of the future.  It is from this perspective that he gives a blistering expose of Bennett’s “virtues,” and finds much to agree with in the orientation of Wallis and Armstrong even as he criticizes their views on human nature and where they find a morality for the future.

This is a thin book but packed, and stylistically innovative in the way in which the author deploys contradictory movements even in sentence structure.  It is a multilayered text, worth your examination.  Many current and controversial themes work their way through the book, including a refutation of Wallis’s assertion that communism has proven itself a failure.  These themes intersect with the book’s central crucial consideration for the people of the world: the moral crisis in the U.S. today and how it will be resolved.
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